[Inhibitors of DNA topoisomerases].
DNA topoisomerases participate in various aspects of DNA metabolism by their unique catalytic activity of changing DNA topology. Inhibitors of bacterial topoisomerases are antibacterial agents and those inhibiting mammalian counterparts are antitumor agents. What kinds of antitopoisomerase chemicals we have, how they act on topoisomerases, and what is known about the resistance against those agents are briefly reviewed. Furthermore, future problems to be solved in cancer chemotherapy were mentioned.